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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Wednesday 16th May 2018

Committee Present: Cllr F Visser (Chairman)
N Mockford (Vice Chairman)
R Whittaker (Town Mayor) 
D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)  
Councillors: Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Mrs Mainstone, Mrs 
Mockford, 

Also Present: Cllr Sweatman and Webster and  7 members of the public
Officer present: Town Clerk

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all. 

13 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was asked whether the Committee were aware that the Mid Sussex portal has not 
been loading comments.  The Chair replied that we were aware of a delay in their 
scanning process but would pass this along to MSDC.

Committee were asked when considering 18/1436/FUL that they please comment 
on the travel issues of travelling to the new surgery.  Also it was queried why 
Bellhammer had not been considered as the new home for the surgery, and what 
responsibilities the LA’s have for bus routes.   The chair thanked him and said this 
application would be discussed later, bus routes were not a matter for the planning 
committee but public services, but the point was noted. 

An objection against 18/1288/FUL was heard on the grounds that the communal 
footpath is encroached by the plans, more cars parking will cause problems for 
access, Japanese knotweed is present, Rosebank in particular but other properties 
will also suffer loss of light and privacy.  East Grinstead Town Council were urged to 
continue resisting this application.        

14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Cllr Ody Away
Cllr Osborne Unwell (given post meeting) 

15 MINUTES

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th April
2018 having been previously circulated, be confirmed 
and signed by the Chairman.
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16 DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS

Cllr Mockford declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 8 and 9
of the agenda, as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee
A, reserving the right to alter his views should the plans come before the District 
Council Committees, based on contributions from the public, other members or 
reports from MSDC Officers.    
In addition Cllr Mockford declared interests 18/0946, 18/1746,18/1729 and 18/1695 
and left the room during the deliberation and vote.  

Cllr Whittaker declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 8 and 9
of the agenda, as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee
A, reserving the right to alter his views should the plans come before the District 
Council Committees, based on contributions from the public, other members or 
reports from MSDC Officers
In addition Cllr Whittaker declared interests in 18/0247, 18/1695 and 18/1436 and
left the room during their deliberations and vote
He also declared personal interests in 18/0946 and 18/1729

Cllr Visser declared a personal interest in DM/18/1324 he did not take part in the 
discussion or vote.

17 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Chairman welcomed all to the new committee for the year.
 MSDC Planning briefing next Wednesday that chair and clerk are attending 
 Quantum homes are seeking an early meeting for the development of 

Ashplats house – we will report back and when they have a final proposal 
will be invited to come and present to the committee.   

 The chair had completed a tour of the old Threadneedles store and was 
delighted to report 2 tenants were under consideration.   

18 MID SUSSEX DC PLANNING COMMITTTEE

The Chairman advised of a brief from the clerk which would be added to the 
minutes and said he would like to bring it back for deliberation at the next meeting. 
The brief is contained here:

Key:
DP- District Plan 
DP6 and DP12  - district plan policies 
EGNP- East Grinstead Neighbourhood Plan
EG5 and EG2A(3) - Neighbourhood Plan policies
The below is the outcome of a meeting that the Clerk had with Sally Blomfield and Lois 
Partridge of Mid Sussex DC Planning department  on 3rd May 2018 at Mid Sussex DC  

Context: 
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The District Plan now being adopted the District Council have reviewed their policies 
against the neighbourhood plans.  
DP6 and DP12 of the District Plan set out the growth strategy for MSDC.  
The concern with EG5 is that it is too permissive, potentially allowing development where 
the DP would not allow, which is why the district has determined that EG5 is in conflict with 
the DP.  
EG5 :  new housing on previously developed land…… or green infrastructure which is 
demonstrated to be surplus to requirement will be supported subject to below criteria and 
compliance with other policies in plan
Contributes to sustainable development 
Supported by a robust assessment of the environment and visual impact and includes 
appropriate mitigation
Supported by a robust assessment of the impact upon the local highway network with 
mitigation
Complies with design policies of EG3
Provides a mix of tenure types 
Contributes towards SANG
Meets its own infrastructure needs   (p25 EGNP)

In essence the NP allows building in the countryside where the developer can meet the 
criteria.    
DP6 only allows development in the built up area boundaries of the settlements
Or 
Where identified in the DP or NP where the plan is fewer than 10 properties and is 
contiguous with the BUAB and is demonstrated as sustainable.  (p35 DP)
DP12 : 
Countryside to be protected and development only allowed outside BUAB providing it 
maintains or enhances the quality of the rural and landscape character AND
It is necessary for agriculture 
Or is supported by a specific policy reference in DP or EGNP (p57 DP)
DP6 and DP12 are stronger than EG5 and if MSDC allowed EG5 to remain it is possible that 
by using EG5 under DP12 (supported by specific policy in EGNP) we could have 
development in the countryside that we don’t want or intended. 
Agricultural land if grade 3a and above is not permitted for non-agricultural development 
where EG5 may allow this.    
Background: 
When EGTC drew up the neighbourhood plan the inspector refused to allow us to keep 
BUAB in the plan as it was said to be restrictive and NPs are not allowed to have restricted 
policies. Time has moved on and this was permitted in the DP.  
The restriction to BUAB was a wish of the residents and the Council at East Grinstead.  Our 
plan potentially now allows external to BUAB but with restriction.  
The result of the non-compliance label to this policy simply means that we can put little 
weight on the policy however quoting DP6 and DP12 as relevant will provide the protection 
that the town council were trying to originally introduce but was relaxed during the 
inspection process.    
Options:
1) EGTC can agree that EG5 is superseded and now has little weight when DP6 and 
DP12 are enforced. Nothing else need to be done it simply accepts that DP6 and DP12 
remove the need for EG5. 
2) EGTC can rewrite EG5 to be in compliance and include again the provisions that we 
wanted but now referring to the BUAB and the DP.  MSDC have stated that they believe 
this would be a significant change to the policy and would have to be consulted on again 
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therefore incurring cost, although referendum would not be necessary. It would allow us to 
have a fully compliant plan.
3) EGTC can accept that EG5 is superseded and now has little weight when DP6 and 
DP12 are enforced and determine that we will work with MSDC as to the forthcoming site 
allocations DPD relating to East Grinstead, therefore have a greater input on where 
development will be forthcoming.           
Recommendation 
Officers recommend that option 3 would be an appropriate option to gain best value for 
public money and to influence development in East Grinstead.   Other than having a 
compliant plan there is no advantage to reviewing the plan for this one policy as the 
District Plan already overrides it.        
The other policies in the plan are not deemed to be in non-compliance, however EG2A (3) 
needs to be used with caution and in compliance with DP6 and DP12. 
The Planning Committee going forward needs to ensure that as well as quoting the EGNP 
policies, the material consideration of the DP is essential. As the DP policies are newer than
the EGNP and are the District Plan they take precedence over the EGNP. Where the EGNP 
strengthen the DP policies but remain compliant they can be quoted.  Where the DP is 
silent the EGNP can be quoted.  However the planning committee should now be referring 
to the DP and the EGNP and not just the EGNP.  Councillors sitting on the EG planning 
committee are being furnished with a copy of the DP,  as the DP runs to 2031 and copies 
are limited, this is to be returned to the Clerk should they cease to serve on the committee.

19 STREET NAMING

The Committee considered the names put forward by the developer and other 
proposals.  It was felt that historic links with the area of the town were to be 
preferred. Martins Mead was the name shown on the map of 1841 for the plot of 
land and Birches View for the road closer to the ancient woodland was more 
appropriate than cottage and Waterend which both suggested vista which were not 
borne out in actuality.    

RESOLVED: To recommend to  Mid Sussex DC that Martins Mead 
and Birches View be adopted as the new street names        

20 MID SUSSEX PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: That Mid Sussex District Council be informed that the 
observations of the Town Council, on the applications 
set out in the appendix to these Minutes, are as 
indicated in column 4 thereof.

The Chairman advised that the next meeting was 4th June and closed the meeting at
8.51pm.

SIGNED

CHAIRMAN
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(1)
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(2)
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(3)

Town Council’s Observations
(4)

M.S.D.C.
Decisions

Sheet 9 Appendix 16th May 2018

DM/18/0247/HOUS
Town

Berkeley House,18 Station Road
(Ciftdal)

Remove existing roof, provide new roof 
over with dormer windows to the side and 
rear (amended description and plans 29 
March 2018)

It was understood  by the 
committee that this decision has 
already been made 

DM/18/0865/HOUS
Imberhorne

14 Campbell Crescent
(Richard Bacon)

First floor rear extension. Would Support Approval 

DM/18/0946/FUL
Herontye

Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road
(The Church of Scientology)

Proposed three storey self-contained 
building for staff use.

Would Support Approval 

DM/18/0985/HOUS
Ashplats

82 Elizabeth Crescent
(Mr & Mrs I Lindsay)

Single storey front extension. Would Support Approval 
provided the guttering does not 
impinge on the neighbouring 
property 

DM/18/1071/FUL
Herontye

Mill Place Farm, Vowels Lane, 
Kingscote
(Kingscote Investments Ltd)

Demolition of existing barn and 
construction of replacement barn for winery 
and associated shop and storage use.  
Construction of a greenhouse.  Associated 
landscaping and car parking.

Would Support Approval  

DM/18/1192/HOUS
Baldwins

23 Hermitage Road
(Mr & Mrs Somerville)

Erection of a pre-fabricated granny annexe 
for ancillary residential use associated with 
the dwelling.

Would Support Approval  
however would ask for 
conditions: the building be 
restricted to the use of family 
members and it not to be 
allowed to be sold separately to 
the main building  
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DM/18/1234/HOUS
Ashplats

Hoskyns Farm, 156 Holtye Road
(Mr & Mrs S Leigh)

Single storey extension to north flank and 
detached garage together with ancillary 
landscaping.

Would Support Approval  

DM/18/1270/HOUS
Town

21 Blackwell Road
(Mr Christian Lauderdale)

Demolish existing garage and erect a two 
storey side extension together with a single 
storey extension to rear.

Would Support Approval  

DM/18/1288/FUL
Baldwins

Quinhollies, Frith Park
(Mrs S Hamilton)

Demolition of an existing three bed 
bungalow and the erection of 3 x 3 
bedroom terraced dwellings with associated 
parking.

Recommend Refusal:  the 
committee felt there was little 
change to their views from 
10.07.17: Recommend Refusal: 
This represents overdevelopment of 
the site, there were additionally 
concerns as to the restriction of light 
to neighbouring properties because 
of the increased height of the 
development.  The application does 
not indicate where sewerage will be 
disposed and there have been 
incidences of sewerage in the 
neighbouring gardens. 
The development would be 
unneighbourly and detrimental to 
the street scene .
It is understood that there is the 
presence of Japanese knotweed on 
the site which may mean that as 
contaminated land it cannot be 
developed and this as a matter of 
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urgency must be established. 
There are concerns that the plans 
submitted are not accurate as the 
garden of number 1 is exaggerated 
as shown,  the development will be 
much closer to the building than is 
indicated.  There is a path not 
shown on the map that is the 
access to number 1 and is jointly 
owned by several properties.   
Policy EG2 (A) of the EG 
Neighourhood Plan would not be 
complied with.  This is an adopted 
policy and has been determined 
by the plan author as not 
compliant. This decision is not to 
be dismissed by a different 
interpretation by the planning 
authority.        

DM/18/1310/HOUS
Ashplats

71 Lancaster Drive
(Mr Simon Curlew)

Proposed extension at first floor level. Would Support Approval 

DM/18/1324/FUL
Town

Kings House, 13 Cantelupe Road
(Mr Mark Bright)

Construction of an extension to Kings 
House to provide 5 one bedroom and 2 two 
bedroom apartments, infill the existing 
drive under to create an additional two 
bedroom apartment and alterations to an 
existing flat to change a two bedroom to a 
one bedroom apartment.

Recommend Refusal:  The 
committee feel this is 
overdevelopment of the site , 
the access route alongside the 
sportsman pub is dangerous for 
increased use.  District Plan 
Policy 29 regarding a noise 



Plan No
(1)

Location & Applicant
(2)

Proposal
(3)

Town Council’s Observations
(4)

M.S.D.C.
Decisions

Sheet 12 Appendix 16th May 2018

nuisance is felt to be relevant 
hereand assessment by the 
MSDC environmental health 
team to determine this is 
requested.

DM/18/1385/FUL
Town

The Old Mill, 45 London Road
(Mr Andrew Somerville)

Proposed change of use from storage (use 
Class B8) to a Micropub (use class A4).  
Replace a window with a door.  Display of 
an advertisement (business sign).

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1388/ADV
Town

The Old Mill, 45 London Road
(Mr Andrew Somerville)

Proposed projecting hanging-style sign to 
advertise the premises.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1401/OUT
Herontye

Land South of Turners Hill Road, 
Turners Hill Road
(Sweeney)

Outline application for the erection of 1 no. 
detached dwelling house (Plot A).  All 
matters to be reserved except for access.

The Committee understand this 
is currently withdrawn  

DM/18/1407/OUT
Herontye

Land South of Turners Hill Road, 
Turners Hill Road
(Sweeney)

Outline application for the erection of 1 no. 
detached dwelling house (Plot B).  All 
matters to be reserved except for access.

The Committee understand this 
is currently withdrawn 

DM/18/1421/HOUS
Baldwins

1 Hermitage Road
(Mr & Mrs Pennington)

Proposed larger front dormer window. Would Support Approval

DM/18/1436/FUL
Town

Moatfield Surgery, St Michaels Road
(Dr Minesh Patel)

Additional first floor wings to front and rear 
of premises to accommodate additional 
clinical rooms and surgery administrative 
facilities.  The existing pharmacy has been 
temporarily relocated on the communal 
parking area beyond the premises frontage 

Would Support Approval. The 
committee understand  the 
concerns as to bus route 
provision and car access for 
increased patients, trusting that 
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to be in operation during the construction 
programme.

solutions will present as this 
progresses.     

DM/18/1442/HOUS
Imberhorne

32 Shelley Road
(Mr & Mrs S Green)

Demolition of garage and erection of a 2 
storey side extension with Juliette balcony 
to rear.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1454/TREE
Town

10 Cranston Gardens
(Mr Lake)

(T1) Lombardy Poplar – fell Would Support Approval subject 
to no adverse comment from the 
tree officer. The Committee felt 
this tree had a high amenity 
value. 

DM/18/1474/FUL
Town

53 London Road
(Mr Tarek Diwany)

Modernisation of building services and 
conversion of 2 no. small maisonette units 
into 4 no. one bedroom units.  New 
enclosed access stair to rear.  Landscape 
improvements to rear deck accessed from 
Institution Walk, including bin and bicycle 
storage.  Centre portion of rear elevation 
rendered to improve  thermal efficiency.  
Existing parapet detail on main façade is 
continued to unify rear elevation.

Recommend Refusal:  the 
committee ask that DP27 (size 
standards) and DP29 (small homes 
as mixed tenure) be considered for 
this application.  They regret the 
loss of the small family homes to 
single occupancy flats.     

DM/18/1479/LDC
Herontye

70 Stockwell Road
(Mrs Caroline Parrott)

Construction of a single storey rear 
extension with a pitched roof.  This is an 
application to establish whether the 
development is lawful. This will be a legal 
decision where the planning merits of the 
proposed use cannot be taken into account.

Noted
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DM/18/1529/HOUS
Town

11 Blackwell Road
(Mr Jonathan Gates)

Two storey extension to rear of property to 
form bedroom/bathroom to form 
bedroom/bathroom on first floor, living 
accommodation and kitchen on ground 
floor.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1547/HOUS
Herontye

27-29 Sunnyside Close
(Mr & Mrs Dixon, Howard & Batchelor)

Proposed rear single storey extension to 
no. 27, 28 and 29.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1553/LBC
Ashplats

East Grinstead Town Council, Council 
Offices, East Court, College Lane
(East Grinstead Town Council)

(Provision of security cameras mounted on 
External Elevations to East Court Mansion 
and Meridian Hall.

As the Committee are the applicant 
they decline to comment on the 
application by reason of perceived 
prejudice. 

DM/18/1557/FUL
Town

Cantelupe House, Cantelupe Road
(Mr Gavin Baker)

Replacement of existing PVCU fenestration 
with new windows with revised opening 
arrangements,sight lines etc.  Some 
existing structural openings modified to 
enable new internal layouts.  New NHS 
advertising signage proposed to main 
entrance.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1562/FUL
Town

East Grinstead Town Council Public 
Toilets, King Street
(East Grinstead Town Council)

Proposed installation of 3 no. security 
cameras to external facades.

As the Committee are the applicant 
they decline to comment on the 
application by reason of perceived 
prejudice
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DM/18/1584/HOUS
Imberhorne

17 Sheridan Place
(Mrs Christine Winter)

First floor extension to add additional 
bedroom and bathroom.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1614/HOUS
Baldwins

89A Lingfield Road
(Mr & Mrs D Stone)

Proposed external staircase to flat above 
retail unit.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1646/COU
Town

Silver Birch Development Site, King 
Street
(Mr John Graham)

Change of use of part of the ground floor 
from Class A1 (shops) to Class D2 (24-hour 
gymnasium).  External alterations and 
installation of associated plant enclosure.

Recommend Refusal:  DP2:  the 
proposal of a 24 hour gym has 
concerns for the committee that 
noise and disturbance may occur to 
the residential premises near the 
Gym.  It is not felt that this 
development would be appropriate
in function to its location.
There are also concerns regarding 
DP29 on the basis that the comings 
and goings at the Gym 24 hours 
could result in noise and light 
pollution for the residential 
properties nearby and a thorough 
assessment of this is requested.

DM/18/1656/OUT
Herontye

Westering, Dunnings Road
(Mr Richard Vallance)

Outline application for the demolition of 
existing dwelling and replacement with 2 
no. three bedroom detached dwellings with 
all matters reserved.

DP26:  the siting of 2 properties on 
this site will alter the character of 
the area where the plots contain 
single houses, this is tantamount to 
overdevelopment.
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DM/18/1683/TREE
Ashplats

Sackville School, Lewes Road
(Mr Tim Chechlinski, OCA)

(T1) Oak – fell and treat stump.  (T2) Ash –
fell and treat stump.

Would Support Approval subject 
to no adverse report from the 
Tree Officer. The Committee 
also feel that these trees have 
high amenity value.   

DM/18/1695/FUL
Town

Mount Noddy Pavilion, St Johns Road
(Mid Sussex District Council)

Proposed single storey extension to the 
east elevation and internal alterations to 
the existing pavilion.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1714/VOC
Herontye

Eurythmy School Ltd, Peredur Centre 
for the Arts, West Hoathly Road
(Mr Ken Averill)

Variation of Condition 3 of planning 
permission DM/15/1320, that lists the 
approved drawings to read: The 
development hereby permitted shall be 
carried out in accordance with the following 
approved plans: 16-06-02, 16-06-03, 16-06-
10 and 16-06-11.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1729/FUL
Herontye

Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road
(The Church of Scientology)

Proposed single storey extension to rear of 
St Hill Castle.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1734/ADV
Town

Cantelupe House, Cantelupe Road
(Mr Gavin Baker)

New NHS advertising signage proposed to 
main entrance.

Would Support Approval

DM/18/1741/TREE
Ashplats

Land to the Rear of 1 Greenhurst 
Drive
(Mrs Lucy Wakefield)

Reduce all Holly understory (G1) to 3m 
height and reduce overhanging growth 
back to the boundary.  Ash (three main 
stems; T1, T2 and T3) thin by 20% and 
remove overhanging branch on T3 back to 
trunk.  Oak (T4) thin branch over the fence 

Would Support Approval subject 
to no adverse report from the 
Tree Officer.  
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by 20% and remove small whippy branches 
over garden.  Hawthorn (T5) reduce by 1m 
and reduce back to boundary.

DM/18/1746/VOC
Herontye

Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road
(Church of Scientology)

Removal of Condition 1 (the use of the site 
by coaches shall cease on 26th May 2018) 
from Planning Permission DM/16/3611.

Recommend Refusal:  The 
Committee felt it was too early to 
complete the monitoring of this
condition.  The usage of the coach 
park must complete a full year of 
monitoring before this should be 
considered further.  There remain 
concerns as to the usage and the 
timings of this usage which need to 
be satisfied by the continued 
monitoring by the District Council       


